
 
 
Problem: Hypoxylon Canker (Biscogniauxia atropunctatum) of Oak 
 

 
Hosts: Primarily oak in Kansas but can also infect maples, pecans, hickory, elms and 
other species. 
 
Description: Hypoxylon Canker attacks trees that are already stressed.  Symptoms 
include small leaves, yellow and brown leaves, dead limbs and branches with a 
thinning canopy and water sprouts from the trunk and major branches.  Oftentimes, 
the sapwood in the cankered area has a white, gray, or silvery appearance. 
 
Recommendations: Healthy trees are not affected.  Therefore, maintaining the 
health of existing trees by watering during dry periods is vital to prevent infection.  
Also avoid stressing the tree by not disturbing the root system with construction, 
adding or removing soil underneath the tree or heavy traffic. If over 15% of the 
canopy of the tree is affected, the tree should be removed.  Hypoxylon canker 
weakens the structural integrity of the tree making it a hazard to people or nearby 
structures.   
 
Remember that Hypoxylon canker cannot be controlled once the trunk is infected and 
so prevention by reducing stress is the only option. 
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Early Stages of the Disease 

 
 

Later Stages of the Disease 
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