
 
 
Problem: Elm Pocket Gall (Aceria ulmi) 
 

 
 
Hosts: American Elm  

 
Description: The Elm Pocket Gall is produced by small mites.  The green to reddish, elongated 

galls are produced on the upper surface of American elm leaves. Gall growth is perpendicular to the 
surface of the elm leaf.  
 
These mites overwinter in bark crevices of the host as fertilized females.  Gall growth is stimulated in 
the spring by the females injecting saliva into the new elm leaves.  Mites then move into these galls 
through open pores on the underside of the leaf.  Several generations are completed during the 
summer.  The last generation of the year is produced when the leaf tissue hardens in the fall.   
 

Recommendations: These galls produce little damage to the host plant and therefore, control is 

rarely warranted. 
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