
 
 
Problem: Oak Lace Bug - Corythucha arcuata 

 
Closeup of Lacebug 

 
Excrement Spots on Bottom of Leaf 

 

 
Upper Leaf Surface Turns More Bronzish 

 
Hosts: Oak though other species of lace bug attack cotoneaster, sycamore, ash, hickory, hawthorn and 
mulberry.  
 
Description: The wings of the adult overlap slightly and lie flat over the back. They resemble lace under 
magnification. All stages of the insect develop on the undersides of the leaves, where they suck the sap. 
Adults are about 1/8 inch long. Under heavy infestations, stippling damage becomes evident. From a distance, 
the leaves appear to have a whitish cast. The leaves lose their green color, becoming pale and the undersides 
of the leaves may become speckled with brownish-black excrement spots and cast nymphal skins.  
 
Adults overwinter in bark crevices and other sheltered areas of the host plant. The adults become active about 
the time the new leaves appear. Females deposit the eggs on the underside of the leaves with hatching 
occurring in about 2 weeks. Nymphs continue to feed on the host through all instars. After about 30 days, the 
final molt takes place and the nymphs become adults. After mating, the cycle repeats. There are probably 
three generations in Kansas.  
 
Recommendations:  Lace bug damage is more of an aesthetic distraction than an actual detriment to tree 
health. Treatments, if applied, need to be timed to prevent damage. Contact insecticides are often used for 
control. Direct the spray under the leaf where the lace bugs feed.  
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